Calico Scale is Puffing-Up and Pumping Honeydew
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Overwintered calico scale (Eulecanium cerasorum) females are now "puffing-up™ and pumping
out impressive quantities of clear, sugary honeydew in southwest Ohio. The appearance of the
globular, helmet-shaped females coupled with complaints of trees 0ozing sticky goo makes this
life-stage important for detecting new infestations. All other life-stages are much less obvious.
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The scale's common name comes from the starkly contrasting calico pattern of black-and-white
markings on the shells of mature females. Their distinct markings make them easy to
recognize, particularly on bark and branches that are blackened by sooty mold. Itis called a
"soft scale" because females have a soft shell that can be easily crushed.



Mashed Calico Scale Females
a "Soft Scale”

As with all soft scales, calico scale adults and nymphs (crawlers) feed by inserting their piercing-
sucking mouthparts into phloem vessels to extract amino acids that are dissolved in the sugary
plant sap flowing through the vessels. They discharge excess sap from their anus in the form of
sticky, sugary "honeydew" that drips onto the leaves, stems, and branches of scale infested
trees as well as understory plants, parked cars, sidewalks, lawn furniture, and slow-moving
entomologists. In fact, my hat, shirt, glasses, and cameras quickly became speckled with the
sticky scale pooh goo while | was photographing a heavy infestation yesterday.
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